The Honorable John Hogan, K.C.						January 9, 2025
Minister of Health and Community Services
Newfoundland and Labrador 
hcsminister@gov.nl.ca

Dear Honorable John Hogan,
Happy New Years – I wish that 2025 will bring joy, health, and success to you and your loved ones.
I share the same mandate as your office - to make a positive difference for our province, promoting health and wellness for NL residents, and addressing social determinants of health, and addressing the needs of the population, including the vulnerable communities. 
These are essential steps, so that the NL residents can achieve and continue being healthy, contribute significantly to the province’s economic success and prosperity, and live in a just society.
[bookmark: _Hlk187302220]Today, I am writing to ask to meet with you to exchange knowledge on cancer, needs of cancer patients and families, and potential opportunities. 
Knowing how busy you are I am very appreciative of you considering this request. I also think that we can inspire and learn from each other, and work effectively together on our common goals.
I specifically ask for better economic conditions, cancer care, and support for the individuals, families, and communities affected by cancer in Newfoundland and Labrador. Here are data that describe the local context:
· According to the Canadian Cancer Statistics - 2023 report, cancer is the leading cause of death in Canada
· Our province has the 2nd highest cancer incidence rate among Canadian provinces. Every year, around 4,000 NL residents are diagnosed with cancer. Many of these patients travel to St. John’s to receive cancer care
· According to another report released in December 2024, Canadian families affected by cancer shoulder an estimated $33,000 to cover for additional costs (for example, costs associated with travel, lost income, additional support and cancer drug/treatment needs). 
This economic burden negatively affects families in multiple ways (such as, worse outcomes, reduced financial security, increased emotional distress). 
Understandably, these experiences are in direct contradiction to what governments and healthcare systems aim: To reduce the new cancer cases and negative impact of cancer, and to increase well-being of Canadians so that they can continue to contribute to the Canadian society and economy.
Considering the impact of cancer and potential future financial abilities of the province, I believe that the provincial government can develop new plans to better support cancer-affected families and communities. 
Examples include; 
a) increasing access to equitable cancer screening and prevention programs, cancer drugs, end-of-life care, survivorship care, and home care
b) offering better financial support programs (especially to low income families)
c) starting province-wide public information campaigns regarding prevention, screening and early detection
d) increasing public communications and reduced silos with healthcare system and other stakeholders, including members of the general public, patient and family advocates, scientists/researchers, and policy-makers, and 
e) empowerment and better integration of perspectives and priorities of patients and families in health policy-development

Thank you for this opportunity to advocate on behalf of the Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187302191]As a cancer scientist, advocate, and citizen of Newfoundland and Labrador, I thank you and your office for transforming our healthcare system and increasing emphasis on wellness and health. It is time that we improve cancer care and the ways we look after our citizens affected by cancer in the province.
Wish you a wonderful 2025 and continuation of your successful service to the province.

Warm regards,


Sevtap Savas, PhD (she/her)
Professor, Division of Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Memorial University
300 Prince Philip Drive, Room 5M324, St. John’s, NL Canada A1B 3V6
savas@mun.ca; Phone: 709 – 864 6507

PS: I acknowledge that I hold positions and connections with a variety of academic institutions & organizations, including the Canadian Cancer Society’s Advocacy team (I am a volunteer ACT lead) and individuals affected by cancer in NL and beyond.
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