The Honorable Dr. Andrew Furey						Dec 16, 2024
Premier, Newfoundland and Labrador 
andrewfurey@gov.nl.ca


Dear Honorable Dr. Furey,
I would like to sincerely congratulate you about the recent Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Churchill Falls deal. I am very excited about the future of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador and its people.
Today, I am writing to ask for better economic conditions, cancer care, and support for the individuals, families, and communities affected by cancer in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
· According to the Canadian Cancer Statistics - 2023 report, cancer is the leading cause of death in Canada. Every year, around 4,000 NL residents are diagnosed with cancer. Many of these patients travel to St. John’s to receive cancer care. 
· According to another report just released last week, Canadian families affected by cancer shoulder an estimated $33,000 to cover for additional costs (for example, costs associated with travel, lost income, additional support and cancer drug/treatment needs). 
This economic burden negatively affects families in multiple ways (such as, worse outcomes, reduced financial security, increased emotional distress). 
Understandably, these experiences are in direct contradiction to what governments and healthcare systems aim: To reduce the new cancer cases and negative impact of cancer, and to increase well-being of Canadians so that they can continue to contribute to the Canadian society, culture, and economy.
Considering the impact of cancer and potential future financial abilities of the province, I believe that the provincial government can develop new plans to better support cancer-affected families and communities. 
These support may include; 
a) increasing access to equitable cancer screening and prevention programs, cancer drugs, end-of-life care, survivorship care, and home care; 
b) offering better financial support programs (especially to low income families); 
c) starting province-wide public information campaigns regarding prevention, screening and early detection; and 
d) empowerment and better integration of perspectives and priorities of patients and families in health policy-development. 

Thank you for this opportunity to advocate on behalf of the Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. 
As a cancer scientist, advocate, and citizen of Newfoundland and Labrador, I will be happy to meet with you to exchange ideas. If you like, the very people affected by cancer can also join these meetings.
Wish you a wonderful Holiday Season and continuation of your successful service to the province.

Warm regards,


Sevtap Savas, PhD (she/her)
Professor, Division of Biomedical Sciences
Faculty of Medicine, Memorial University
300 Prince Philip Drive, Room 5M324
St. John’s, NL Canada A1B 3V6
savas@mun.ca; Phone: 709 – 864 6507
 

PS: I acknowledge that I hold positions and connections with a variety of academic institutions & organizations including the Canadian Cancer Society’s Advocacy team and individuals affected by cancer (both in NL and in Atlantic Canada). 
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