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We generously disseminate our work, findings, and thoughts with 

members of the general public, healthcare authorities, and scholars 

so that anybody can utilize them.” 

What is The Public Interest 

Group on Cancer Research? 

 

Public Interest Group on Cancer 

Research was created in 2021. 

It currently consists of: 

two scientists from Memorial 

University (Dr. Sevtap Savas,            

Dr. Holly Etchegary),  

two scientists from Eastern Health 

(Dr. Cindy Whitten, Dr. Liam Kelly), 

and  

13 cancer patient and family member 

reps from NL. 

Why did we create The Public 

Interest Group on Cancer 

Research? 

 

Our primary motivation is to make a 
positive difference in the lives of cancer 
patients and families from 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

We formed this group in order to 
establish partnerships with cancer 
patients and families & to work together 
on public engagement and research 
projects on cancer. In 2022, we 
extended our work to advocacy. 

Patient partners help formulate 
comprehensive perspectives & provide 
voice to the lived experiences; these can 
lead to meaningful scientific, academic, 
and healthcare activities. 

“We are a dedicated group 

with a diverse, province-

wide representation.” 
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What did our Group achieve in 

2022? 

2022 was an exciting year for us!  

We have an impressive list of scholarly, 

community outreach, and advocacy 
activities. Please see the Did you know? 

section. 

We do hope that disseminating our work 

and exchanging knowledge can help 

improve cancer care services & patient 
wellness and outcomes in our province. 

Have something to say? 

We are dedicated to work with you on cancer-
related matters. 

Please contact Sevtap Savas, PhD, at 
savas@mun.ca; 709-864 6507. 
      

Website: https://strength-in-

community.ca/public-interest-group-on-cancer/  

 

“In 2022, we started 

our scholarly 

presentations & 
publications, and 

advocacy activities. 

We successfully 
organized and 

delivered the Public 

Conference on Cancer. 
We also provided 

consultation on health 

topics that may be an 

interest for patient 
education activities. 

Many of our members 

are actively involved 
in research projects 

on cancer.” 
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We successfully disseminated knowledge 
on: 

- Cancer patient and family member 
experiences and perspectives 

- Cancer screening program offered 
to the population 

- Support programs offered to cancer 
patients and families 

- Importance of partnering with 
patients and communities in research 
to healthcare 

We received overwhelmingly positive 
participant feedback, which encouraged 
and gave us ideas for future public events. 
Please see a summary of the feedback here: 
https://strength-in-
community.ca/2022/12/06/public-
conference-on-cancer-feedback/  

The success of the Conference 
strengthened the academic and community 
outreach roles of Public Interest Group on 
Cancer Research  

What did the Public 
Conference on Cancer 

achieve? 

Public Conference on Cancer was 
organized by our group and held 
virtually on October 15, 2022 

It hosted around 175 registrants 
and 16 speakers  

Speakers included patients and 
family members, researchers, 
healthcare administrators, and 
healthcare providers 

It is an example of successful 
collaboration among patient 
partners, Memorial University and 
Eastern Health members 

 
“The Public Conference on 

Cancer connected members of 

the general public, cancer-

affected individuals, healthcare 
providers and authorities, 

government reps, and 

researchers in a vivid 
conservation on cancer, cancer 

care, and cancer experience.”  
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“hearing patient's 

stories is very valuable” 

“great to get some new 

resource information” 

“I gained more 

information about the 

services and supports 
available within the 

Cancer Care Program.” 

“Having so many 

diverse perspectives 
accounted for gave 

more nuanced insight 

into the cancer care 

journey which I really 

appreciated” 

“This conference was 

invaluable! I learned so 

much from the patient 
lived experiences 

during the session.” 

“Provided a forum for 

the general population 

to learn more.” 

 

“Variety of 

perspective and 
patients and 

providers together in 

this event, 

demonstrates true 
value of the 

partnership to be 

had in improving 

patient care.” 
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Did you know? 
 

We authored a scholarly article together 
with our patient partners 

Read it here: https://doi.org/10.1186/s40900-022-

00380-8 

 

We presented our work at Memorial, and 

national and international academic 

conferences in 2022 

 

We regularly present our work and 

advocate on behalf of patients and families 
through radio interviews and media articles 

See them here: https://strength-in-

community.ca/in-the-news/  

 

We have a website that posts information 
about our activities and guest blog posts 

Visit our website: https://strength-in-

community.ca/public-interest-group-on-cancer/  

 

 

Our group can be consulted about research 

studies and patient education topics 

 

In 2023, we will work on creating a robust 

and comprehensive public outreach 

strategy on cancer 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
funding by Office of Public 

Engagement, Memorial 

University and support by 
NLSUPPORT that helped create 

our group and conduct our 

activities, including the Public 

Conference on Cancer. 

 

“Our group is funded 
by the Office of Public 

Engagement, 

Memorial University 
and supported by 

NLSUPPORT for the 

3rd year! Our latest 
funded project will be 

co-led by one of our 

patient partners ” 


